Dream
a little
dream

Hamilton Place takes local
acts out of basements, bars,
puts them on main stage

By GRAHAM ROCEINGHAM
The Hamillon Spectato)

ometimes we don't realize how lueky we are.
In wther cities, even hip ones like Vancouver,
clubs are pushing the guitar plekers and piano
players out the door, replucing live music with

the sanitary sure thing of canned I music.
Luckily, we're nol yet that hip in Hamilton. Sure

wie have oetr danee clubs, bat we've also gor plenty ol

plaoces showeasing live local talent.

Forlorn lolkies and Ebvis impersonators, country
pickers and bighnir rockers, New Age divas, soulful
songwriters and 505 lounge scts — we've got ‘cmoall,
same goad, some not so good. 100 all o mattes of
laste. For s $20 ticket, i's usually worth o chance,

In the coming weeks, Hamilton Place Studio The-
atre will offer up some diverse musical culture in
sievien concerts Hled (he Hometown Talent Series,

Few of the featured performers have guit their day
jobs Some have dreams of future stardom, others
perform simply because they love to,

“T'he nice thing about this bill is that no one ls
manufactured by a blg company,” says Scarletl An-
talociy, Her March 28 one-woman show Scarleft
Woman incorporates NMew Age juez, soul, Transyl-
vantion folk music and high opera. Her powerful
voice and dynamic performance on keyboards and
hsrn bs something to behold.

"I you really want o hear organic peopls, home-
musde, just come Lo these shows. | don't think iU's go-
Ing to be LA, coal ... although I do have u smoke mn-
chine going.”

Then there's Paul Beatham, "Oficer Elvis," who
plays the Studio Theatre Saturday. He retieed las)
your from the Hamilton Police altor 33 years, Seven
years ago, he decided to take his Elvis impersonation
off the karsoke moachine and onto the teibute circuwit.
Hle and his band have been enjoying hemselves on
the legion hall and county fair circuil ever sinee,

e fits the serles bill perfeetly: even his jumpsuity
are custom-made by the woman devoss the street
from his south Mountain home. Playing the Studio
Theatre isa big step up for Ofticer Elvis, [s exciling,

"' having a blast. ., Wit o break, This will be
the best venue I've played.” says Bentham. "My only
concern is about filling i1, and the last 1 heard the
ticket sales were up close ta 200."

Seeing acls like Qfficer Elvis 10 a lecal bar gave
Hamllton Made programming director Johno Elder
the idea of providing his upscale racilities tor lesser
known local talents in town They don't carey the
game price tags ag big name sets and the Stedio The-
atre has plenty of days when it stmply 150'l inuse 5o
the idea of the Hometown Series seemed a low-risk,
win-win prapositian for both artisi and promoter

“We're just testing the waters here. Right now it's
peared to 8 two-month period in February and
March,” Elder said, “But it may lead into sumething
on i more regular basis.”

Kicking off the program Friday night is a Willie
Nelson lookalike EJ. Cooper. Behind the initinls {Fr-
fc James), beard and braids beats the hearl of a GY-
vedr-old retired interior designer from Waterdown.

About 15 years ago Cooper realized how much he
jooked like Melson when he was offered money to
perform a teibute to the Texas singer/songwrlter,
Cooper dabhled in jaze sax at the tfime and wasn'l
much of a country fan, but “for $500 I said 1'd be
Wayne Newton I he wanted.”

Sa starled Cooper's love affair with the country
legond. At (irst he needed a wig, bul now the braids
gre real, He's copied Willie down to the gut strings

[he buiding at 123 Princess Stroeet
doesn't appear ko have a prince com-
ifg Lo bbs resele, or anyoni o pay
mare than 31-million in hack taxes
See StreelBeal, page A3,
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Take the link...

Joe Callura, above, best known for his Tom Jones
tribute, knows enough 'not to give up his day job’
as a chartered accountant. Right is 'Officer Elvis.

on the guitar and has been able to supplement s
pension nicely an the casino and theatre cireuit,

Muore hopeiul for futuree stasdom s long-haul truck
driver GM Paterson. Ono March &, he'll Luunch his
new country rock CI Overdrive o Studio Toearrs,

There's nothing air-brushed abour Patersan. He's
the real thing, born an Manitoulin [slnd, raised in
Sudbury and living in Hamilton. He's logged over @
million miles on his semi and con boast cowboy cre-
dentials as well, having trained and shewn quarte
horses, He's been playing honky tonks, lneck shows
and county fairg for several years.

Drawing from influences like George Steal, Tim
MeGraw, Gearge Fox and Def Leppard, he's wntten
more than 100 songs abour sching hearts, lost loves
and life an the road, Hisnew CD features a 9-10 trib-
uie called Hell Came Dowi

Sharing his stage will be Heather Smith, also re-
leasing a new CD, One Penny More, A Cape Breton
native and seli-stpled army brat, she just returned
from a twosweek lour enterlainiog our lroops in
Bostita, Her ot Iy Ij,.lr'n_':. drs (lled with Gest cars,
motoreyeles, betrayal and better days to come,

Then there's Joe Calluea, o chnrtered pocountane
in Hamilton for more than 20 years. He joins come
dian Victor |. Hanson March 21, for a (ribate o the
music of the "50s and "60s. “Don't give up your day
job," is Calluras adviee to himeelr,

He was ollered a record contract by ROA in [900
while singlng for a dapee band, Al and the Versutiles,
at the ofd Club Continental on Germrede Street. I
decided 1o give it a pass and stick to his sludies.

I really hated school, but | knew thot 000 guit Mac
I'd never go back,” Collurn recalls.

Best known for his Tom jones reibure, he's piayed
Las Vegas and an occasional “legends” show hiere in
fown, His get draws an mord than 700 songs, Inelud-
lg MNell Diamond, Perry Cona, Roy Oibigon, Mal

Rimy Cole, Cliubby Checker and John Denver.

Uhver the past decade, singerfsanpwriber Jane
Clakes has become o Oixtuce on the Hamiblton chub
clreuil and a sought-after session guitar player. With
b locully-produced Clis to his credit (Eloquenee;
Shadow Direams), Oakes has toured wark the Dkes of
Holly Cale and Amy Sky, and appeared wilh Tam
Cochiine. Al Studio Thelre e will showease Llis
soulful brand of rhythim and Dlues Marel 20

Viereran rocier Koy Lyell nond his band was to open
the serles last Sunday buy due 1o commitmentd at his
vocul school, the Ray Lyell Academy of the Arts, he
wing lorced to pastpone the show until May 31 Lyell
wis best lonown s Chee early 195904 (or the hats Carry
Me iund Hunming trom Apother Mun's Guil,
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